[1:3 A] 


[B] 


[O] R. Jacob of Kepar Hanan in the name of R. Simeon B. 
Laqish: “[God said,] ‘When their ancestor, Abraham, 
carried out my will, I took an oath to him that I shall not 
remove dew from his children forever.’ 


[P] “What is the scriptural passage relevant to that 
statement? ‘The Lord has sworn and will not change his 
mind, ‘You are a priest for ever [after the order of 
Melchizedek]’ (Ps. 110:4). 


[Q] “And there it is written, ‘[Your people will offer 
themselves freely on the day you lead your day of 
battle. In holy adornments, from the womb of the 
morning] yours is the dew of your youth’” (Ps. 110:3). 


[R] Said R. Judah bar Pazzi, “I handed it over to their 
ancestor in a testament: ‘May God give you the dew of 
the heaven, [and of the fatness of the earth, and plenty 
of grain and wine]’” Gen. 27:28). 


[S] Said R. Samuel bar Nahman, “When Israel carries 
out transgressions and does bad deeds, the rain is 
held back. They then bring an elder in their own 
behalf, of the order of R. Yosé the Galilean, and he 
intercedes for them, and forthwith, the rain falls. 
But dew does not come down on account of [the 
intercession of] a mere mortal creature. 


[T] “What is the scriptural basis for that view? <... like 
dew from the Lord, like showers upon the grass, 
which tarry not for men nor wait for the sons of 
men’” (Mic. 5:6). 


R. Zeirah in the name of R. Haninah: “[If] someone arose [to repeat 
the prayer for the community] on the occasion of saying the Prayer for 
rain and instead said the prayer for dew, they do not make him go 
back. If [he arose for the same purpose and was to say the prayer for] 
dew, but instead he said the prayer for rain, they do make him go 
back.” 


But lo, it has been taught: In the case of dew and of bringing the 
winds, the sages have not imposed the obligation to make mention of 
these. If one wanted to make mention of them, he may do so. [Why 
then do we make the man go back if he prayed for rain instead of 
dew? ] 


